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Our Mission: In partnership with our community, our mission is
to educate individuals of all ages to become caring, competent, and

contributing members of the community and the world.

2009 Flu Season continued Season continued

GUIDELINES FOR MILL LEVY ACTIVITIES
Building Administrators, Staff and Building Use
Can Do:

· Encourage staff, parents, public to vote, and emphasize the importance of voting (without advocating a position)
through use of i.e. reader boards, newsletters, announcements, school website

· Provide details of the election (including facts like dates, types and amounts of levies, fiscal impact on
homeowners). See Quick Facts below.

· Allow use of building for opponents and proponents of mill levies, during non-school hours (use of facilities
must be consistent with board policy and practices)

· Advocate for levies during non-employment hours
Don’t:

· Indicate which way a person should vote
· Use students to advocate for mill levy passage
· Use professional position to advocate for levies (even discussing importance of levy, but you can discuss

importance of voting)
· Use staff or school resources (i.e. photocopies, secretarial assistance, district email, computers, etc.) to

communicate advocacy for levies

Parent Organizations
Can Do:

· Use school buildings for meetings or events (use of facilities must be consistent with board policy and practices)
· Use PTA-produced directories for contact and advocacy information
· Send “information only” pieces home with students with clear verbiage that indicates the “…purpose of the

piece is to provide information only about the upcoming levies” and is not advocating a position (dates,
amounts, use of dollars, etc.) See Quick Facts below.

Don’t:
· Use students for promotion of levy (individual families may make personal decisions about their own children’s

involvement in advocating for the levies)
· Use any school resources to promote passage of the levy (i.e. copy machines/materials, student backpacks,

secretarial time, district email, computers, etc.)

Questions: Please use common sense, but if you have questions, contact Nancy Hines, Director of Community
Relations/Communications; email, hinesn@billings.k12.mt.us; phone, 281-5117.

Quick Facts:
· Election will be a mail-in ballot only
· Dates:  Ballots mailed April 13; Ballots due May 4 by 8 p.m. at the Yellowstone County Courthouse (217 North

27th Street, room 101). You may consider delivering your ballot at the courthouse if you have not mailed your
ballot in time to arrive by May 4. If the courthouse is closed, your ballot can be dropped in the Tax Assessor
Payment window on the outside of the courthouse by May 4, 8 p.m.)

· 3 Ballot Issues:
1) Elementary District Operational Levy=$1,809,323 ($100,000 market value homeowner would pay $1.70/

month)
2) Technology Levy/Elementary District=$1,413,882 ($100,000 market value homeowner would pay $1.33/

month)
3) Technology Levy/High School District=$1,099,459 ($100,000 market value homeowner would pay 79

cents/month)



INSURANCE

LOVE & LOGIC COURSE K-12
Short Session

(2 days, 2 nights, 2 credits)
Classroom Discipline for K-12
Educators
“Discipline For Problem Students” ED
9890B
Two semester graded, graduate
credits, from accredited Chapman
University, Thursday and Friday
evenings, February 18-19, 5:30-9:30
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday,
February 20-21, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Class will be held at War Bonnet Inn,
I-90 and 27th Street South, Billings;
Richard Gunter, Ph.D., instructor.

Cost: $314 for two semester credits OR
$195 for attendance, includes OPI
renewal unit certificate.

Reservation required. Contact Dr. Rick
Gunter at (406) 846-3014.

1.  Website – Medical, Dental & Flex
Claims:
Individual claim information may
be accessed on the EBMS
miBenefits website.

To create your own password for
miBenefits:
· http://www.ebmstpa.com
· On left side of screen, click on

“New User.”
· Enter member ID number

from ID card; click “Continue.”
· Then follow the instructions.

2.   EBMS Online Chat (New):
EBMS Online Chat provides
instant, online access to the
EBMS Client Service Center for
answers to any questions
normally posed to the call center.

The Online Chat can be accessed
through the miBenefits home
page.
· Log on to miBenefits.
· Below the Announcements,

click on the blue rectangular
box that says “Click to Live
Support ONLINE.”

· Complete the information
requested, then click on
“Start Chat.”

· Chat participants will be
immediately placed into a
queue, and the next available
Client Service Representative
will assist the participant as
quickly as possible. The
Online Chat will be staffed
during normal EBMS Client
Service Center hours of
operation: Monday-Thursday,
7 a.m.-9 p.m. MST and Friday,
7 a.m.-6 p.m. MST

If a chat participant initiates
chat communication outside
of these hours, participants
have the option of sending an
email through the chat icon.
The typical response time for
any email correspondence is
24 hours.

As with all Client Service
Center telephonic
communications, the EBMS
Online Chat will be equipped
with a live audit quality
control feature.

3.   EBMS Telephone Numbers:
Medical, dental and flex claim
questions – 1-866-248-7204
Prescription claim questions – 1-
866-894-1504
Hospital pre-certification – 1-866-
894-1505

4.   Preferred Provider Listings:
· http://www.ebmstpa.com
· On left side of screen, click on

“Find a Provider,” then PPO.
· Find “EBMS Selectcare.”
· Click on the address at the

right (http://
www.ebmstpa.com/providers)

· Click on “Continue” at the
disclaimer.

· Then you can search by all
providers in Billings, by a
specific provider’s name, or by
type of provider.

If you have any questions, please
contact EBMS at the telephone
numbers listed in #3 above.

EBMS
HOW TO OBTAIN CLAIM AND PROVIDER INFORMATION

BORDERS BOOKSTORE
HOLDS BOOK DRIVE FOR SD2

ELEMENTARY LIBRARIES
Now through April 6 Borders bookstore
is holding a book drive that will
generate brand new books for all
Billings Public Schools elementary
libraries. When a customer checks
out at the store, located at 2833 King
Avenue West, they will be asked if
they would like to buy a book for SD2
elementary libraries. Borders has a
suggested list from school librarians
but customers will get to choose their
final selection.

Please support this great opportunity
to increase reading opportunities for
our children in kindergarten through
6th grade.

WHAT'S HAPPENIN'



CLASSES OFFERED GRANTS

WORKSHOPS ON
PALEONTOLOGY, GEOLOGY

AND MAPPING
Join us in the Bighorn Basin of
northern Wyoming for educational
field workshops on Paleontology,
Geology and Mapping led by
professional geoscientists. The
workshops meet in Shell, Wyoming.
Shell is located 70 miles east of Cody,
Wyoming.

June 14-16 Understanding
Topographic Maps – How to read,
interpret and use contour maps. This
workshop will teach you all about U.S.
Geological Survey topographic maps:
how to read them, what’s contained
in the border information, field
applications and measurements, how
they can be used with a compass,
projections and triangulation.

June 18-20 Geology of Sheep
Mountain Anticline –Participants will
learn how tectonic forces can create
major deformations of the earth,
resulting in anticlines, synclines and
folds.

June 23-25 Dinosaur Paleoecology
and Geology – A three-day field
course, supplemented with
classroom lectures, which will show
teachers what we can and cannot
know about dinosaurs.
Cost: $250 per 3-day workshop which
includes sack lunches,
refreshments, handouts, handbook
and two hours recertification credit
from the Wyoming Professional
Teaching Standards Board.

Registration: To register go to
www.geo-sciences.com, complete and
mail the registration form along with
your deposit of $50. Early reservation
is encouraged to reserve your space.
Full refund of deposit for
cancellations made prior to May 15.
Reservation deadline – May 15, 2010.

For further information, contact (866)
765-2259 toll free or email
geosci@tctwest.net

Grants Reminder:  any grant written
for over $2,000 needs to go through a
District review process.  This process
includes submitting a brief abstract
(form required), principal signature,
and submission to Susan Plath,
plaths@billings.k12.mt.us  BEFORE
Wednesdays.  The review team reads
through each abstract at its
Wednesday morning meeting.

To receive an Abstract form, either
contact me at the above email address
or go to the District website, from the
Quick Launch pull down menu click
on For District Staff, now click on
Resources.  Scroll down the page to
Grant Information and click on Grant
Abstract.

Coca-Cola Company Keep America
Beautiful Bin Grant Program.
Purpose: To support local community
recycling programs by providing
containers for the collection of
beverage container recyclables. No
cash, just the bins. Deadline: March
12 (online application). http://
bingrant.org/overview.htm

Education Foundation—Classroom
Grants.  Purpose: to provide BPS
educators with an opportunity to
submit requests for financial support
for innovative and creative
curriculum, special activities, and
classroom projects. Funding ranges
between $100 and $1,000. Deadline:
March 19, 2010. http://
www.bi l l ings .k12.mt.us/bpef/
grantdirections.html

Education Foundation—Teacher
Scholarships Purpose: There are a
number of educator scholarships—
please see website for specifics.
Deadline: March 19, 2010. http://
www.bi l l ings .k12.mt.us/bpef/
scholarships.html

American Academy of Dermatology
Shade Structure Program. Purpose:
To purchase/build permanent shade
structures designed to provide shade
and ultraviolet ray protection for
outdoor areas. If you apply, you must

show that you have a commitment
to sun safety and skin cancer
awareness by having a sun safety/
skin cancer awareness program in
place for at least one year prior to
application. You must also be
sponsored by an AAD member
dermatologist (we have quite a few
here in Billings). Deadline: April 12,
2010. http://www.aad.org/public/
sun/grants.html

ING: Unsung Heroes Awards.
Purpose: To recognize innovative and
progressive thinking in education
through monetary awards. Full-time
educators, teachers, principals,
paraprofessionals, or classified staff
members with effective projects that
improve student learning at an
accredited K-12 public or private
school are eligible to apply. The
maximum award is $25,000.
Deadline: April 30, 2010. http://
www.ing-usa.com/us/stellent2/
g r o u p s / d c / d o c u m e n t s /
companylobinformation/001143.pdf

American Honda Foundation.
Purpose: Youth education,
specifically in the areas of science,
technology, engineering,
mathematics, the environment, job
training, and literacy. Grant awards
in the amount of $20,000-$60,000.
Deadline: May 1, August 1, November
1, February 1.  http://
corporate.honda.com/america/
philanthropy.aspx?id=ahf

McCarthey-Dressman Education
F o u n d a t i o n — A c a d e m i c
Enrichment Grants. Purpose: to
develop in-class and extracurricular
programs that improve student
learning. They are looking for
programs that nurture the
intellectual, artistic and creative
abilities of children from low income
households. Grant size: $10,000 per
year for a maximum of three years.
Deadline: May 1, 2010. http://
www.mccartheydressman.org/
academic.html



FOR SALE SERVICESAUTOMOTIVE

CLASSIFIED ADS

2007 Ford Focus, 5 speed, alloy
wheels, 13,000 miles. Asking $9,900.
Call 534-1110.

1999 GMC ¾ Ton Truck, 4x4 pickup,
545 Vortec V-8 engine, burgundy.
Crew cab and long box. Includes
topper. Tires have less than 5K on
them. Great truck for hunting and
hauling. 124,000 actual miles.
Reasonably priced at $7,700. Call 661-
3057 for more information or to see
this truck.

1978 GMC ½ Ton 4x4, 4 speed, 350
Chevy 4 bolt main, new motor. Needs
minor body TLC. Runs good. $1,800.
Call 855-3924.

John Deere STX38 lawn tractor w/
grass catcher and cover. Low miles.
$1,200. Call 855-3924.

Maytag Neptune Pair,  bisque,
excellent condition. Water savers,
$450. Call 652-9185.

Behringer BG412H ultrastack
amplifier, 400 watts, 4x12 speakers,
cab output, angles, $200.  Peavey
Transtube Studio Pro 112 Amp, 220
watts, 80 hms, clean/lead channels,
high gain-low gain inputs, external
speaker cab output, $100.  Weider
weight bench and weights, like new,
$80.  Call 671-3168.

Large diamond ring, yellow 1600 gold
10.5mm, notched top flat band, s 12
modern cut diamond, .60 carat.
Appraised at $2,400, asking $1,400.
Bird’s eye maple dresser/mirror,
antique, $300. Round oak table. Dave
Shaner ceramic garden platter,
asking $150. Call Susan at 245-6216.

Childcare Openings for Teachers. I
have 2 openings available, including
one infant opening. My daycare
business is run from my home which
is located on 22nd block of Poly Drive.
I am licensed and registered and
currently provide childcare for 3
different teachers in SD2. Fees and
hours are based on SD2 calendar.
Summer daycare is open 2 days/wk
so that you can schedule
appointments, activities or just have
some time to yourself. I am happy to
put you on a waiting list for next
school year or visit with you about my
current openings. Call Renee
Bechtold at 656-8418 or 661-3631.

Stroller Strides – Offering classes in
the Heights & Westend, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. First class
free! Call Molly Reas 671-5442, or
email mollyreas@strollerstrides.net.

Wedding Ceremony Officiating – We
design and perform wedding
ceremonies as well as direct
rehearsals. Non-denominational and
civil ceremonies available. We offer
many fun and romantic elements and
can provide services on short notice.
Phone Tara Reiners 591-1922 or Pat
Clark 698-7421
www.billingsmontanaweddings.com.

A Genie in a Bottle Computers –
Martin Norman, 861-0835,
mnorman@rooksales.com. 16 years
experience, all work 100%
guaranteed, residential and
commercial, available nights and
weekends. Service for laptops,
desktops, servers and networks.
Software and hardware installation,
service, repair and upgrades.
Spyware and virus elimination and
protection. On-site or immediate
remote assistance available. Many
other services available including
database and web page design. Low
$19.95 diagnosis fee. $50/hour
promotional rate (you save $20/hr).
Visa, MasterCard and Discover
welcome.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Home w/4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms
plus an office. $259,900. Built in
2006 by Jeff Junkert – 1747 Tiburon
Lane. Desired NW location close to
schools, parks and shopping. Listed
on website at
www.billingsbyowner.com Call Donna
Schlepp at 671-8693.

Perfect for the family: 4 bedroom, 2.5
bath w/new kitchen and new garage/
shop, 1+ acre northwest of town off
Molt Road. Priced to sell at $264,500.
Contact Ken at 671-4431.

RENTAL

Lakeside condo at Big Sky, MT.
Available July 31-August 7. Two
bedrooms, sleeps 6, reasonable rate.
Please call Loretta Herren 656-6821.

WANTED

Job Opportunity: great part-time and
summer job opportunity! Girl Scouts
of Montana and Wyoming is currently
hiring a Camp Director for our
resident camp program. Looking for a
strong leader with youth education
experience to direct camps in the
beautiful Beartooth Mountains near
Red Lodge and on Casper Mountain in
Casper, WY. Varied part-time hours
January-May, full-time summer
hours. To apply, forward a cover letter,
resume’ and three references to Erika
Willis at Erika@gsmw.org or call (406)
252-0488 for more information.


